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FOREIGN MINISTER FIGL ON AUSTRIA’S ACTIVE NEU- 
TRALITY. Speaking on the 


foreign policy during a recent press interview, Foreign 


Minister Leopold Figl de- 
lared in part as follows: 
‘Austria’s future foreign 
licy will be a policy of 
eutrality and _ friendship 
ward all nations. It will be 

independent in every way. 
Ve have no desire, in this 
connection, to play a pas- 
sive role but intend, rather, 
) practice a policy of ac- 

tive neutrality. I mean by 
this the determination to de- 
our neutrality against 

y attack from without, for 

which purpose we have al- 
ready started preparations 


for an army which will at 
first be small but neverthe- 


less ready for action. We 
vish, however, to develop 


our activities along the line 


f attempting, to the extent 
our capabilities, to ex- 

a balancing and me- 
iating influence in inter- 
vational politics. I can con- 
eive of Vienna playrng an 
nportant role in the future 
1S an appropriate place for 
ontacts and discussions. 


[he goal of our foreign 


policy, both from the stand- 


point of our own interests 


ind on the basis of the 
cinciples of humanity, will 
always be that of lending 


our cooperation wherever 
possibilities exist for ensuring and consolidating peace and 
tor furthering rapprochement and mutual understanding.’’ 

‘In the sphere of domestic politics, I am confident that 
the cooperation between the two major coalition parties is 
‘ssured for a long time, if for no other reason, because 
public opinion demands a joint course of this kind.”’ 


subject of Austria’s future 





Spanish Riding School in Vienna- 
The Last Center of the Classical Art of Riding 


Kreisky stated as follows: 


UNDERSECRETARY KREISKY ON AUSTRIA'S NEUTRALI- 
TY POLICY. Speaking at the opening of the International 
College at Alpbach, Dr. Bruno Kreisky, Undersecretary in 


the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, 


tria’s neutrality with that 


compared Aus- 


of Sweden and Switzerland 
and declared that this 
neutrality is a_ foreign 
policy principal and has 
no bearing whatever on do- 
mestic policy. He said that 
it is precisely because 
Austrian neutrality is tak- 
ing as its model that Aus- 
tria cannot adopt any other 
attitude than that which 
Switzerland has adopted 
and carried out since 1815. 
He noted, however, that 
there was one notable dif- 
ference between Austrian 
and Swiss neutrality, i.e. 
Austria’s goal of becoming 
a member of the United Na- 
tions, an objective which 
is firmly established in 
the preamble to the State 
Treaty. Continuing, Dr. 
Kreisky declared that new 
trality does not mean pas- 
sive abstention and that 
those difficulties which 
might arise for Austria out 
of her UN _ membership 
would be compensated for 
by a valuable increase in 
security resulting from 
membership in the most 
universal of organizations. 

On the subject of Aus- 


trian participation in European integration movements, Dr. 
*‘Austria will lend her strength 
to every constructive concept and she will carefully examine 
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and show great receptivity to every sound step toward inte- 
gration of supranational interests by larger communities of 
As a matter of principle, Austria has a friendly 
interchange between East and 


nations. 
interest in a restoration of 
West.’’ 

WITHDRAWAL OF OCCUPATION TROOPS IN FULL SWING. 
The withdrawal of the Allied occupation troops from Austria 
is making rapid progress. Inasmuch as the State Treaty went 
1955, the 90-day period for com- 
pleting the withdrawal expires on October 25, 1955. By now, 


into effect on July 27, 


more than half of the occupation troops previously stationed 
in Austria have left the country. 

The withdrawal of the troops is being accompanied by 
the continuous release of barracks, schools, public build- 
ings, private homes etc. which until now have been requi- 
sitioned. The various Austrian liaison agencies with the 
Allied 
been disbanded. 

SPECIAL SESSION OF PARLIAMENT IN SEPTEMBER. 
Those 


declared permanent at the close of the 1955 Spring session 


Council and the occupation powers have already 


committees of the Austrian Parliament which were 


recently convened to prepare a number of draft laws for sub- 
mission to the Fall session of Parliament this September. 
Che National Defense Committee is currently discussing 
the draft of an Austrian Defense Law. 
"The 


primarily with the new and extensive Genera! Law on Social 


Committee for Social Administration is concerned 
Insurance, as well as with the Law on Hospitals. 

The leading items on the agenda of the Finance Com- 
mittee are the Law on the Statutes of the Austrian National 
Bank, the Bank Reconstruction Law dealing with regulation 
of business and financial operations of credit institutions 
and the Insurance-Reconstruction Law. 

FIRST ESTIMATES ON FEDERAL ARMY COST. According 
to estimates thus far available, it is expected that the an- 
nual cost of the Austrian Federal Army will be approximately 


500 million schillings, which includes expenditures both for 
materiel and personnel. It is expected that 150-200 million 
schillings will be required for 1955. 


PARLIAMENTARY DELEGATION STUDIES SWEDISH DE- 
FENSE SYSTEM. In connection with the establishment of a 
new Austrian army, an Austrian Parliamentary delegation 
recently spent some time in Stockholm for the purpose of 
visiting Swedish defense installations and taking up prac- 
tical questions relating to the army. These included training 
of recruits, structure of the Swedish Army, handling of dis- 
ciplinary infractions and administrative problems of the 
Swedish Army Command. 

FRANCE ENTRUSTS HER DEAD TO AUSTRIA. On the oc- 
casion of a memorial ceremony at the former Nazi concen- 
tration camp of Mauthausen in Upper Austria, French Am- 
bassador Seydoux unveiled a commemorative tablet to the 
French victims of the Nazis. The legend on the tablet reads: 
“‘France entrusts her dead to liberated Austria.’’ 

BRITISH RETURN SCHWECHAT AIRFIELD. On August 25, 
1955, the British occupation forces transferred the airport 
at Schwechat back to Austrian ownership. The program of 


expanding this Vienna field, which was begun one year ago, 


will be completed within the next few months. Schwechar 
field, which has take-off and loading runway one-and-a- 
quarter miles long, will be used by all airlines whose planes 
land at Vienna. 

US TRADE MISSION VISITS AUSTRIA. Ac the end of August 
1955, a US trade mission headed by Guy E. Wyatt, Chief 





the Foreign Department of the United States Department 
Commerce, arrived in Vienna for a visit to Austria. Thus far. 
the mission has visited industrial centers in Styria and 
Carinthia and during the period of the Vienna Internationa! 
Fair (September 11-18, 1955) it is planning, in connection 
with the joint US exhibit, to hold talks with Austrian busi- 
ness leaders. Speaking about the purpose of the American } 
trade mission, Mr. Wyatt declared: ‘‘Our primary task is to 
facilitate the penetration of the American market by Austrian 
producers.’’ 


| 


1955 VIENNA FAIR TO FEATURE FIRST JOINT US EX. 
HIBIT. For the first time in the history of the Vienna Inter- | 
national Fair, the United States is to be represented by 3 
joint exhibit which will be shown at this year’s fall fair 
(September 11-18). In addition. to this joint exhibit, whic! 
will occupy an area of 21,500 sq. ft., numerous US companies 
will also display their merchandise in the various pavilions 
representing the different branches of the economy. 


FIRST AUSTRIAN OIL SHIPMENT LEAVES FOR RUSSIA. 
On August 26, 1955, a shipment of 100,000 tons of oil left 
Austria for the Soviet Union. This shipment was the first 
in the series of oil deliveries which Austria must make t 
Russia as payment for the return of her oil fields. Austria 
is to deliver 1.2 million tons of oil annually: of this amount, 
1 million tons — to be supplied for 10 years — represents 
payment for the oil fields, while 200,000 tons — to be sup 
plied for 6 years — represents payment for so-called ‘‘Ger- 


’” 


man assets.’’ Since the Austrian Petroleum Administration 


estimates that the country’s oil production in 1955 wi! 
amount to 3.6 million tons, plus an additional 160,000 which 
will probably be produced by oil plants not under the juris: 
diction of the Austrian Petroleum Administration, and since 
domestic consumption currently amounts to approximate!) 
1.5 million tons, about 1 million tons of oil will be availabi: 
for export. 

According to the Austrian Petroleum Administration 
negotiations on crude oil export deals are making good prog: 
ress. 

The Socony Vacuum Petroleum Company (Vienna) has 
acquired ar area of 215,000 sq. ft. in the Danube port zon¢ 


of Linz. 


AUSTRIAN FOREIGN TRADE DURING THE FIRST HALF 
OF 1955. During the first half of 1955 Austrian imports 
totalled approximately 10,800 million schillings, i.e. at 
44.7% more than during the first half of 1954. Whereas during 
the first six months of 1954, there was a foreign trade sur 
plus of 73 million schillings, during the comparable period 
of 1955 Austria’s foreign trade deficit reached a total of 
2,400 million schillings. 
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it | AUSTRIA TO BE REPRESENTED AT NUMEROUS INTER- 
-a- | NATIONAL FAIRS, Austria is to be represented with group 
es exhibits at ten additional fairs this year, four of them over- 
eas. The six European fairs in question are the following: 
Eric’s Fair in Stockholm, from Aug. 27-Sept. 11; the 
igreb Fair, Sept. 2-13; The Frankfurt Fall Fair, Sept. 4-8; 
Leipzig Fall Fair, Sept. 4-9; the Plovdiv Fair, Sept. 
; and the Industrial Exhibition in Berlin, Sept. 24-Oct. 9. 
and | The non-European fairs where Austrian exhibits will be 
en are: the Smyrna Fair, Aug. 20-Sept. 20; the New Delhi 
ion Fair, Oct. 29-Dec. 15; the Damascus Fair, Sept. 1-30; and 
isi- the Silver Jubilee Fair in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, Nov. 12- 
can Dec. 4. 
PROGRAM FOR FIFTH WORLD POWER CONFERENCE, TO 
BE HELD IN VIENNA IN 1956. It has been decided, in ag- 


reement with all the national committees participating in the 





ian | 


Fifth World Power Conference, to be held in Vienna from 
ine 17-23, 1956, that the theme of the meeting is to be: 
Vorld Energy Resources in the Light of Recent Technical 


EX. 


velopments.’’ In accordance with the intentions of the 
\ustrian national committee which is in charge of organizing 
event, the conference, through the development of its 
theme and through the arrangement of an appropriate program, 
vill offer a concise survey of the status of world power pro 
juction. The program will cover 14 specialized sections, 
issified into five divisions: 
SIA IVISION I: The State and Development of Power Production 
nd Utilization in Individual Countries. 





Section A: Statement and Statistical Review of Develop- 
ents since 1950. 

Section B: Methods of Compiling and Using Statistics 
n Power. 
DIVISION Il: The Preparation and Conversion of Fuels. 

Section C: The Preparation and Conversion of Solid Fuels. 
- Section D: The Preparation and Conversion of Liquid 


t ] 
rueis. 


Section E: The Preparation and Conversion of Gaseous 


Fuels. 


Section F: The Economic Requirements for Long-Distance 
s Supply Systems. 


NIVISION Ill: The Utilization of Primary Sources of Energy. 
Section G: Thermal Power Stations. 
Section H: Hydro-electric Power Plants. 
Section J: Atomic Energy Plants. 
Section K: Other Sources of Energy. 


VISION IV: Purification of Waste Water and Waste Gas in 
e Production and Use of Energy. 
Section L: Purification of Waste Waters in Power Plants. 
Section M: Purification of Waste Gases in Power Plants. 


ALF DIVISION V: International Collaboration in the Production 
ort ind Use of Energy. 

Section N: Technical Problems Connected with Collabo- 
ir ins ration in the Production and Use of Energy. 

Section O: Economic Problems Connected with Collabo 
rio ration in the Production and Use of Energy. 


| of | NEW OVERSEAS EXPORTS OF THE ELIN WORKS. Aus- 


tria’s ELIN Works (a corporation manufacturing equipment 





for the electrical industry) completed work on another group 
of large export orders at the end of June, 1955. The equip- 
ment concerned consisted of four 100,000 KVA transformers 
groups for installation at the transformer substation in 
Sioux City, Iowa; an 8,000 KVA variable transformer ordered 
by the Province of Madras in India; four 2,200 KVA Diesel 
generators for shipment to Argentina; and one 6,000 KVA 
generator for a Brazilian power plant previously provided 
with an ELIN transformer. 


AUSTRIA EXPORTING EYEGLASS LENSES. 


war, Austrian requirements for ground eyeglass lenses had 
to be covered mainly by imports. After World War II, Austria 


Before the 


set up a domestic lens industry whose capacity is already 
in excess of the country’s needs. In 1954, the exports of 
this industry represented a value of 11.5 million schillings 
(as against 3.6 million in 1953). The principal buyers of 
Austrian optical lenses are the United States (5.4 million 
schillings’ worth in 1954) and Switzerland 
schillings’ worth). 


TRAFFIC INCREASES NECESSITATE EXPANSION OF 
HIGHWAY NETWORK. From 1945 to the end of 1954, the 


Federal Highway Administration spent over 3 billion schil- 


(2.4 million 


lings on the maintenance and extension of the approximately 
5,000 miles of highway under its supervision. For the current 
year, the sum of 1 billion schillings is earmarked for highway 
construction. This sum includes allocations for the develop- 
ment of the Salzburg-Vienna Fxpressway. Approximately 45 
miles of the Expressway, together with 138 Expressway 
bridges, are under construction at the present time and orders 
for another 24 of these bridges, as well as for work on ano- 
ther 23 miles of this new road will be placed during the cur- 
rent year. In view of the rapidly developing motorization of 
the country, the expansion of the Austrian highway network 
has become an urgent requirement. From 1937 to 1950, the 
number of motor vehicles in Austria rose from 120,000 to 
284,000 and by the end of 1954 it had already reached 
489,000. 

AUSTRIAN TOURIST CAPACITY BACK TO PRE-WAR 
LEVEL. The Austrian tourist capacity, which post-war 
damage and shortages had reduced to118,000 beds in 1945-6, 
has now reached or, in some cases, surpassed the pre-war 
level. In the most important types of accommodation, such 
as hotels, inns, boarding houses, sanatoria, health resorts 
and convalescent homes, 207,000 beds are available as 
compared with a pre-war total of 230,000. Youth hostels can 
now accommodate 4,000 tourists. 

NEARLY ONE MILLION TOURISTS IN 3 MONTHS. During 
the first three months of the 1955 summer season (May, June 
and July), 958,000 foreign tourists visited Austria, booking 
a total of 4.2 million overnight accommodations. The corres- 
ponding figures for 1954 were 720,000 foreign tourists and 
3.27 million overnight accommodations for foreigners. 
MILLIONTH AUTO AWAITED ON GROSSGLOCKNER HIGH- 
WAY. To date, the 20-year-old Grossglockner Alpine Highway 
has been used by over 3.8 million persons and 850,000 
automobiles. It is expected that by the end of the present 
season the 1,000,000th car will travel over the road and that 
the number of visitors will have risen to the 4.5 million mark. 
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AUSTRIAN REGIONAL PLANNING EXPERTS TO HOLD 
EXHIBITION. The Work Group of Austrian Regional Plan 
ing Experts (Arbeitsgemeinschaft oesterreichischer Landes- 
planer) is scheduling a regional planning exhibition on the 
Austrian provinces, to be held in the spring of 1956 in con- 
nection with the International City Planning Congress which 
1956. The Exhibition will be 
livided into sections. The first will deal with the general 


is scheduled for Vienna in 


problems and purposes of regional planning. The second 
section, which will be organized by the Austrian provinces 
themselves, will show the practical work which has been 
accomplished in the field of regional planning and will show 
the interrelation between such problems as flood control, on 
the one hand, and forestry, agriculture, soil exploitation, 
drainage etc. on the other. A third section of the exhibition 
will show why regional planning is especially important in 
Austria and a fourth will deal with the results of practical 
landscape planning. 

This exhibition will represent the first contact between 
the Work Group and the public at large and it is being organ- 
ized in an effort to arouse general interest in and under- 
standing fora little known field thus far the domain of a small 
group of experts. 

EXPANSION OF AUSTRIAN PAPER INDUSTRY. Austrian 
paper exports have risen to a total of 54,000 tons in the 
first quarter of this year as compared to 46,000 tons for the 
same period in 1954. Using the same comparative quarters, 
cellulose exports have increased from 31,000 tons co 36,000, 


and lignite from 600 to 1,000 tons. Last year’s leading 
buyers were West Germany (53,000 tons), Italy (15,000), 
Great Britain (11,000 tons) and India (10,000 tons). The 


most important factor in the boost to paper exports during 
the past year has been the intensified program of manu- 
to extend new markets for their 


facturers and exporters 


products. As a result, shipments to Australia rose from 
1,300 to 7,500 tons; to Indochina from 5,000 to 9,000 tons; 
to Morocco from 1,200 to 1,700 tons 


4,000 to 5,000 tons. 


and to Pakistan from 





CULTURE AND SCIENCE 


AUSTRIAN RADIO BUILDING 150 KW TRANSMITTER. Con- 


struction has begun on the Bisamberg near Vienna on a 





modern, large-scale transmitting unit for the Austrian Radio. 
[he new installation is expected to have a capacity of 150 
KW. In order to eliminate the possibility of interference by 
this station as well as interference caused by foreign trans- 
mitters, a new distribution of wave-lengths is being worked 
out for certain Austrian middlewave band transmitters. The 
idea is to give the best wave-lengths to those stations which 
can be heard well throughout the nation and, even more 
important, in foreign countries. The big new transmitter, 
which will have a stronger signal in the Vienna area, will 
share its frequencies with a foreign station. The agreement 
on wavelengths concluded in Copenhagen in 1948 assigned 
very poor frequencies to Austria, with the result that they 
have not been recognized by Austria. 


CENTRAL MOZART FILE ESTABLISHED IN SALZBURG. 
It was decided at a recent Furopean radio conference in con- 
nection with the celebration of ‘‘Mozart Year’’ in 1956 t¢ 

up a central agency in Salzburg which would keep a file of 
all recordings of Mozart’s works, of all manuscripts of lec- 
tures about the composer and of the scripts of all radio plays 
about his life. 

Moreover, seven European radio hookups are planned, 
with all the countries which played a role in the life of 
Mozart taking part. 

According to available information, Mozart festivals 

scheduled for 1956 in nearly all European countries as we! 
as in the United States, Argentina, Chile, Bolivia and Sout! 
Africa. 
EIGHTH INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF PAPYROLO. 
GISTS HELD IN VIENNA. Early in September Vienna was the 
scene of the Eighth International Congress of Papyrologists, 
which was attended by representatives from scientific aca- 
demies and universities in 23 countries. In connection with 
this congress, it was pointed out that Austria’s collection of 
papyri was started exactly 400 years ago. During the 19th 
century, papyrology was developed in Vienna into a specia 
branch of scientific study. A new catalogue of the extensive 
collection of papyri in the Vienna National Library was 
released during the Congress. 


VIENNA THEATERS OFFER EXTENSIVE WINTER REPER. 
TORY. As part of its reopening program in October 1955 
the Vienna Burgtheater is planning the following productions 
after its opening performance of Grillparzer’s ‘‘King Ottokar's 
Rise and Fall’’: Schiller’s ‘‘Don Carlos,’’ Goethe’s ‘‘lor- 
quato Tasso,’’ Raimund’s ‘‘The Spendthrift,’’ Bahr’s ‘‘The 
Concert,’’ de Montherlant’s ‘‘Port Royal’’ and Priestley’s 
**Take the Fool Away.’’ 

The Akademietheater is beginning with the world pre- 
miere of Richard Billinger’s dramatization of Hamsun’s nove! 
‘Viktoria.’’ Its includes Hildesheimer’s 
“Der *‘Amphytryon,’’ Claudel’s 
‘‘Christopher Columbus’’ and plays by the Austrian writers 
Holzer, Ortner, ScHubert and Buxbaum. 


repertory also 
Drachenthron,’’ Kleist’s 


Among the authors represented at the Theater in der 
Josefstadt are William Inge (‘‘Bus Stop’’), Bus-Fekete, 
Coward, Bourdet, Zinn, Ibsen, Shaw, Nestroy, Giraudoux 


(‘‘Um Lukretia’’), Sartre (‘‘Kean’’), Robert Anderson (‘Fir 
zelgaenger’’) and Friedrich Schreyvog! (‘‘Die Versuchung des 
Tasso’’),. 

The Volkstheater is scheduling ‘‘The Burning Glass’’ b) 
Charles Morgan, a dramatization of Andre Malraux’''Cond ition 
Humaine’’ entitled ‘‘So lebt der Mensch,’’ as well as_ works 
by Hauptmann, Chekhov, Nestroy, Shaw and Strindberg. It 's 
also working on the production of a dramatization of Alfrec 
Neumann’s best-seller ‘‘Der Teufel’’ (The Devil), as wel! 4s 
of “‘The Rainmaker’’ by the American author Richard Nas, 
‘*Camino Real’’ by Tennessee Williams, Maxwell Anderson's 
‘‘A December Day’’ and Peter Lotar’s play about the re 
sistance movement entitled ‘‘Das Gesicht des Menschen.”’ 


HOCHWALDER PREMIERE IN VIENNA. The world premier® 
of ‘‘Die Herberge’’ (The Shelter), a legend by the famous 
Austrian dramatist Fritz Hochwaelder, will take place 
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Vienna during the coming fall season. 
STEFAN ZWEIG’S WORKS PUBLISHED IN 22 LANGUAGES. 
[he ‘Index Translationum,’’ a complete listing by UNESCO 
of all book translations made throughout the world during 
1952, indicates that the works of the Austrian author Stefan 
7weig are among the most frequently translated books of our 
iay. A large number of his works have appeared in 22 dif- 
ferent languages. This means that he ranks just behind the 
authors whose books have been translated into the largest 
number of languages, i.e. Friedrich Engels (24 languages) 
Josef Stalin (23 languages), that he is on a par with 
Lenin (22 languages) and that he leads Shakespeare (21 
languages). 
VIENNA THEATER STARTS REHEARSALS FOR ‘BUS 
STOP."’ Rehearsals for the first German-language perfor- 
mance of William Inge’s romantic comedy ‘‘Bus Stop’’ started 
recently in Vienna’s Theatre in der Josefstadt. The play is 
jirected by Rudolf Steinboeck. 
KOKOSCHKA EXHIBITION IN LINZ. On September 13, 1955, 
the new Municipal Gallery of Linz, Upper Austria, will open 
n exhibition of works by the artist Oskar Kokoschka which 
| include sketches of his sets for the Salzburg Festival 
roduction of the ‘‘Magic Flute’’ as well as his triptych 
entitled ‘‘Die Thermophylen’’ (Thermopylae). Scheduled to 
en in Linz on September 17 is an exhibition entitled 
‘French Contemporary Art.’’ At the beginning of November, 
the same city will feature a display of paintings by the 
[yrolese painter Max Weiler. 
ERNST HUBER EXHIBITIONS IN SALZBURG AND VIENNA. 
In connection with the 1955 Salzburg Festival, an exhibition 
f paintings by Ernst Huber, featuring 12 of his oil paintings 
nd 31 watercolors, has been organized in Salzburg. A large 
number of the works displayed depict landscapes and city 
scenes in the United States. In honor of this artists’s 60th 
birthday, the Secession Gallery in Vienna is organizing a 
large-scale Ernst Huber Exhibition which will include nu- 
merous pictures originating during Huber’s travels in the 
U.S. between 1953 and 1955. 
INTERNATIONAL AUTHORS’ CONGRESS IN INNSBRUCK. 
From September 10-14, at Igls near Innsbruck, ‘‘Der Turm- 
bund’’ (The Tower Guild), a literary society, will hold the 
first international congress of German-language writers. The 
theme of the meeting will be ‘‘Contemporary Poetry — Content 
and Form’’ and delegates are expected from Germany, Swi- 
tzerland and Austria, as well as from Denmark, the Nether- 
lands, France and Italy. 
PROF. DENK ELECTED PRESIDENT OF INTERNATIONAL 
SURGEONS’ ASSOCIATION. of his services to 
modern surgery, Prof. Wolfgang Denk, the Austrian surgeon, 
was elected President of the International Surgeons’ Asso- 
ciation at the 16th International Surgeons’ Congress recently 
held in Copenhagen. He succeeds Dr. E. A. Graham, the 
American surgeon, in the office of president. 
FIRST AUSTRIAN FILM PRODUCED IN FORMER RUSSIAN 
STUDIO. Following the transfer to Austrian administration 
of the Rosenhuegel studio of the Wien-Film company, until 
recently confiscated by the Soviets, work has been started 
on the studio shots for the new Wien-Film picture ‘‘Sonnen- 
schein und Wolkenbruch’’ (Sunshine and Showers). This will 


In honor 


be the first Austrian film to be produced with these facilities. 
The leading roles in the comedy, which is to be filmed in 
Agfacolor, will be taken by Susi Nicoletti, Hans Holt and 
Rudolf Vogel. 

NEW FEATURE FILMS FROM AUSTRIA. Schoenbrunn-F ilm 
of Vienna is currently cooperating with Rex-Film of Berlin 
on a screen adaptation of Karl Costa’s popular play ‘‘The 
Corporal.’’ The same Vienna company is also preparing a 
full-length feature which will deal with Burgenland, Austria’s 
The is the work of Philipp 
Zeska and music of composers like Haydn, Liszt and Schvu- 
bert, who lived in Burgenland will be used. 

FILM ON PHYSICALLY HANDICAPPED ARTISTS. In 
Innsbruck, Tyrol, adocumentary color film has been completed 
by the Bensch brothers on the subject of physically handi- 
capped painters, especially those who have to hold the brush 
with the foot or the mouth. The film lends support to the 


easternmost province. script 


idea that even persons born crippled, lame or deformed, or 
who acquire these disabilities in later life, can accomplish 
artistically valuable work. Among other things, the new film 
shows the Austrian artist Erich Macho-Tomaselli, who was 
born without hands and who draws and paints with his feet, 
the Swedish painter Ullberg who was crippled by infantile 
paralysis, the German painter Schmitz-Hochburg who works 
by holding the brush in his mouth and the French painter 
Daisy who has neither hands nor feet and who holds the brush 
between her head and shoulder. 

DOCUMENTARY FILM ON ALFRED KUBIN. The Austrian 
producer and director, Kurt Steinwender, is currently working 
on a documentary film entitled ‘‘Alfred Kubin — Abenteurer 
einer Zeichenfeder’’ which will point up the work of this 
outstanding figure in the Austrian graphic arts. 

FILMED BURGTHEATER PERFORMANCE OF GOETHE 
PLAY. Goethe’s drama ‘‘Goetz von Berlichingen’’ will soon 
appear as a full-length film in which Ewald Balser is starred 
in the title role, supported by the other members of the origi- 
nal Buretheater cast. A production of Vienna Mundus-Film, 
the new picture is directed by Alfred Stoeger. 

AUSTRIAN DOCUMENTARY FILM WINS AWARD. Ac the 11th 
International ‘‘Sports in Film’’ Contest, this year held at 
Cortina d’Ampezzo, a documentary from Vienna producer 
Bruno Loetsch, entitled ‘‘Le ski alpin,’’ was awarded the 
Italian Olympic Committee’s Grand Silver Medal. Last year 
the same film won the Cultural Film Award of the Austrian 
Ministry of Education. 

AUSTRIA REPRESENTED AT VENICE BIENNIAL. Austria 
is being represented at this year’s Venice Biennial by the 
following films: ‘“‘Omaru — An African Love Story,’’ a full- 
length feature by Wien-Film; ‘‘The Giant and the Maiden’’ by 
Hoela-Film; and ‘‘The World is a Stage’’ by Centropa-F ilm. 
The two latter films are documentaries. 


AUSTRIA HOLDS LEADING POSITION IN EDUCATIONAL 
FILMS. The Central Austrian Office for Photography and 
Educational Films (SHB-Film) is presently celebrating its 
tenth anniversary. Since 1945, it has produced a total of 110 
educational films and has purchased and cut 60 others. In 
this organization’s seven provincial and 93 district offices, 
approximately 500 educational films, 200 series of slides 
(including 500,000 slides) and 3,650 projectors are available 
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to Austria’s 5000 schools. The projectors, films and slides 
were all produced and manufactured in accordance with SHB- 
Film specifications and suggestions. The organization has 
also produced 50 scientific, educational and research films 
since 1945. Austria holds the world’s leading position in the 
field of educational films and school-project organization. 
One educational film projector is available for every 1917 
Austrian citizens and a total of 29,000 performances of edu- 
cational films are given annually in an area with apopulation 
of 1,000,000. 

FIRST US PERFORMANCE OF “‘SILENT NIGHT, HOLY 
NIGHT’ WAS IN 1839. In connection with the research for a 
technicolor film about the origin of the song ‘‘Silent Night, 
Holy Night,’’ it was discovered that the first performance of 
the composition in the New World was in the United States, 
in the year 1839. In 1819, Karl Mauracher, an organ builder 
from Fuegen in Tyrol, had to repair the organ at Oberndorf, 
in the Province of Salzburg, where the world-famous Christ- 
mas song was composed. Mauracher brought the text and 
melody back to his home in Tyrol and from there the Rainer 
Singers took it with them on their world tour which also 
brought them to America. The song was also performed for 
Emperor Francis I and Czar Alexander I at Fuegen Castle 
when they had occasion to stop there while passing through 
the village. 

PROGRESS MADE IN FLAVIA SOLVA EXCAVATIONS. The 
museum opened on the Frauenberg (near Leibnitz in Southern 
Styria) at the end of June 1955, is dedicated to the excava- 
tion work on the site of the old Roman town of Flavia Solva. 
These excavations were begun in the period before World 
War One. The ruins of a temple to Isis, dating from the sec- 


SP ANISH 





After an absence of more than 10 years, the Spanish Riding 
school will return to Vienna in October 1955 to resume its 
performances in the wonderful riding hall which for more 
than 200 years has served as a unique background for ‘‘High 
The 


still considered 


School’’ horsemanship. Winter Riding School of the 


Vienna Hofburg is the most beautiful and 
stylistically 


Hall, 


Dies 


purest riding hall in Europe. The big Riding 
with all its adjacent buildings and the extensive sta- 
for the world-famous Lippizan horses, is situated 
between the Michaelerplatz and the Josefsplatz in the center 
of Vienna, forming part of the group of buildings which make 
up the Hofburg. Since the outer facade and entrance give 
no idea either of its size or magnificence, the visitor stands 
at the entrance to the huge Riding Hall, with its two high 
galleries for spectators and the big gala loges opposite the 
entrance gate. This artistic monument was built by order of 
Emperor Charles VI during the period 1729-1735 by Josef 
Emanuel Fischer von Erlach, the younger of the two brilliant 
masters of Austrian baroque style bearing this name. Before 
this time, a wooden riding hall on the site of the present 
Josefsplatz had served as the home of ‘‘High School’’ horse- 
manship in Vienna. The unusual dimensions of the hall 
(180 ft. x 59 ft.) and its height combine to form a_ proportion 
which is completely harmonious despite its unique size. In 


keeping with its tradition, the Riding School, which was 
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ond century A.D. and located in the immediate vicinity of 
the local Pilgrim’s Church, are also being opened to the pub 
lic. The Isis temple ruins were unearthed in 1951. 

SPECIAL STAMPS TO COMMEMORATE OPERA AND BURG. 
THEATER OPENINGS. In honor of the reopening of the Vien- 
na State Opera and the Buregtheater, Austria is issuing speci- 
al postage stamps which show pictures of these reconstruc- 
ted state theaters. The stamps, which are being issued by the 
Austrian State Printing Office in a printing of 2 million, were 
designed by Professor Hans Ranzoni. They went on sale on 
July 20, 1955. They are appearing in two denominations: 
1.50 schillings (sepia) and 2.40 schillings (light blue). 
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SPANISH RIDING SCHOOL RETURNS TO VIENNA. During 
the second half of October 1955 the Spanish Riding School, 
which since the end of World War II has been temporarily 
quartered in former barracks at Wels (Upper Austria), wil! 
return to Vienna. The former Winter Riding School of the 
Vienna Hofburg has been completely restored for the purpose 
of housing the Spanish Riding School and audience space 
has been expanded. The stalls, which accomodate approx- 
imately 
adapted. 


50 Lippizaner horses, have been completely re- 
The regular performances of the Spanish Riding 
School at the Winter Riding Schoo] will be resumed in late 
October. 








RETURNS TO VIENNA. 


completely restored during recent years, has been left al! 
white and its only decoration is a huge painting in the gala 
loge, depicting Emperor Charles VI riding one of the famous 
Lippizan stallions. 

The Vienna Winter Riding School was frequently the 
scene of brilliant festivities which reached unprecedentec 
heights during the reign of Empress Maria Theresa and during 
the Congress of Vienna in 1815. Especially popular in this 
connection were the carousels, which were generally led by 
the reigning emperor and which afforded an opportunity not 
only to demonstrate the latest advances in horsemanship but 
also to exhibit wealth and luxury. Because of its magnificent 
interior architecture, the Vienna Riding School was fre 
quently the scene of brilliant court balls and great mass 
festivities. It was here, in 1814, that Ludwig van Beethoven 
held a monster concert in which he directed an orchestra 0! 
1,000 musicians. In the stormy days of the revolutionat) 
year of 1848, the Riding School was the meeting place of the 
first Austrian popular assembly and served as a seat [ot 
Parliament when it was working out the new constitution 


As time went on, fewer and fewer carousels and balls were 
held at the Winter Riding School and the last Court carouse! 
was held there under Emperor Franz Joseph I in 1894. From 
that time onward, the School was used primarily for che 
daily work of the Spanish Riding School and for the cultiva 
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from Piber in Styria to Hostau, Czechoslovakia, from where 
it was brought back to Austria under US military protection 
in 1945, thanks to the intervention of General George S. 
Patton. 

The Art of Riding 

The Spanish Riding School in Vienna is proud of being 
the last center which still cultivates the classical art of 
riding which has its earliest roots inthe ancient Greek art of 
horsemanship and which represents a direct development of 
the art of riding as propounded by the Greek general Xeno- 
phon (400 B.C.). With the rebirth of the fine arts in the 16th 
century, the art of horsemanship also experienced a_ re- 
mnaissance and reached great heights particularly in France 
and Austria. Whereas in other European countries the aca- 
demic art of riding was thrust into the background by military 
horsemanship and eventually disappeared completely, Vienna 
was the only center in Europe which continued the uninter- 
rupted development of academic riding from the 16th century 
down to the present. 

The object of the Spanish Riding School, in addition to 
the cultivation of ‘‘High School’’ horsemanship, is to test 
the Lippizan stallions for endurance, strength, character, 
temperament, and, by working closely with the breeding farm, 
to provide only first-class stallions for breeding purposes. 
Cultivation of classical horsemanship is in the hands of 
professional riding-masters. For the most part, the training 
of riders and horses in the Spanish Riding School is based on 
oral tradition. The basic idea is that the horse learns from 





iding n of its traditions, including its regular exhibitions and the rider and the rider from the horse. It is thanks only to 

truction in ‘‘High School’’ horsemanship. this reciprocal interchange that the tradition has been pre- 

History of the Spanish Riding School served for so many centuries. The fundamental prerequisite 

[There is documentary evidence that in 1565, for the first is that the rider should be able to ride all paces without aids 

———time, a large sum of money was made available for the pur- and with absolute mastery over his own body. From the ex- 

ose of establishing a riding school in the vicinity of the perienced training stallion the young rider then learns how 

nna Hofburg and it is in 1572 that the name ‘‘Spanish to make proper use of his aids (the traditional long switch, 

ng School’’ makes its first appearance as the name of the reins, pressure of the thighs and, occasionally, the spurs) 

: Vienna Riding School. The word ‘‘Spanish’’ neither re- and to know their effect, thereby becoming acquainted with 
to a connection with Spanish court ceremonial nor does the mysterious language between rider and horse. 

t mean that the art of riding as taught in Vienna originated During the first two years, the training of the Lippizan 

' pain. The designation owes its name to the fact that the horse in the Spanish Riding School is almost identical with 


ppizan horses which have for centuries been used ex- 
isively in the Vienna Riding School are the descendants 
ta world-famous breed of Spanish horses which were brought " 
\ustria after 1550 and kept at a breeding farm which was : 
for them at that time in the village of Lipizza near . . f * 


oy 
a 


te. 
Until around 1900, the big exhibitions of the Spanish 
ing School were reserved for a small, select circle. Later, 
were made accessible to participants in international 
ngresses and since 1918 both the regular exhibitions and 
training of the horses have been open to the public. In 
wake of events of World War II, the Spanish Riding 
>|, together with all of its horses and its rich and ir- 
iceable equipment, moved in March 1945 from Vienna 
the Castle of St. Martin in Upper Austria. It is from these 
juarters that the Riding School is returning to Vienna, now 


Austrian independence has been completely restored. 
[he Lippizan stud had been transferred as far back as 1942 
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The ‘‘Winterreitschule’’ in Vienna, 1814 


the preparation of a good training horse, except that the 
highest degree of thoroughness and exactness is required. 
[raining during the first year is mainly on the longe. Then, 
in the second year, both the rider and the horse learn the 
proper use of the aids. In the third and fourth year of training 
comes the daily riding work, which lasts a maximum of 45 
minutes per horse per day, depending on the capabilities of 
the individual animal and on the degree of perfection which 
it promises to attain. The third year generally marks the 
what is known as the Lower School into the 


transition from 


High School. In addition to the various paces, the horse 


learns, first and foremost, the world-famous slow ‘‘Spanish 


step’’ and various movements, exercises and jumps, includ: 
ing the levade, curvet, croupade, ballotade, capriole, pia 
rouette redoppe, terre a terre, pas de deux and many others 
One of the most important elements in the training of the 
Lippizans is the English saddle. The riders use a long 
natural switch for their work instead of the customary horse- 





man’s switch and apply their spurs very infrequently. 
The Exhibitions 

The climax of the Spanish Riding School exhibitions s| 
the ‘School Quadrille’’ which calls to mind the brilliant ] 
days of the carousel. Twelve riders participate in this ae 
rille in which, to the accompaniment of old-fashioned music, | 
the horses carry out their exercises with natural agility but | 
also with an incomparable exactness which imparts an atmos: 
phere of fairytale unreality to the proceedings. The exhibi- 
tions include examples of all of the regular work of the 
horses, with and without the rider. There is a truly solemn 
atmosphere as all of the horses and riders enter the hal! to 
present themselves to the spectators. In accordance with 
long established ceremonial, the riders lift their bicorn hats 
as an expression of thanks to the original builder for per- 
mitting them to work in this magnificent riding hall. 

The public performances of the Spanish Riding Schoo! 
have met with such great interest that during the past thirty 
years the School has made successful guest appearances in 
nearly all European countries and in the United States. 

Upon its return to Vienna, the Spanish Riding Schoo! 
will resume its regular exhibitions in the Vienna Winter R id- 
ing School along with its instruction in horsemanship. 
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